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Commissioned by the Tennessee Music Education Association and the  

Eastman Chemical Company for the 2014 Tennessee All-State Band 

Duration: 6 minutes 

Grade Level: 5 

Instrumentation: (doublings of these parts are expected but not required) 

3 Flutes 

2 Oboes 

2 Bassoons 

3 Clarinets in Bb 

1 Bass Clarinet in Bb 

1 Contrabass Clarinet in Bb 

2 Alto Saxophones 

1 Tenor Saxophone 

1 Baritone Saxophone 

3 Trumpets in Bb 

4 Horns in F 

3 Trombones 

1 Euphonium 

2 Tubas 

Timpani 

5 Percussion 

 Percussion 1: Suspended Cymbal, Triangle 

 Percussion 2: Four Tenor Drums, Crash Cymbals, Vibraphone 

 Percussion 3: Chimes, Crotales 

 Percussion 4: Glockenspiel, Bass Drum 

 Percussion 5: Marimba, Tam-Tam 

 

 

Notes 

 

Journeys was commissioned by the Tennessee Music Education Association (TMEA) and the Eastman Chemical Company for 

the 2014 TMEA 11-12 All-State Band.  In composing this work, I thought a lot about the young musicians who would be 

premiering the piece, which naturally led me to reflect upon my own time as a high school musician.  I, too played in an all-

state band and I remember feeling such pride in representing my school and performing with a group that had the most 

glorious sound I could imagine.  We played Percy Grainger’s Irish Tune from County Derry, a staple in the wind band literature, 

and to me, a beautiful, moving work.  That piece and others like it still hold a great deal of meaning and power for me, with 

their rich musicality and lyricism.  In this piece, I aim to depict the impact of those foundational experiences (musical or 

otherwise) and the influence of the people in our lives who have been a part of the journey thus far.  It is my sincere hope that 

the young musicians who play this piece find fulfillment and joy on the road ahead.  The journey has only just begun.  –SD 
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