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NOTES 

I really enjoy the poetry of Louisa May Alcott, and I decided to create a song cycle comprised of six 

of her relatively short poems.  I tried to pull together poems that are particularly fun, witty, and 

whimsical.  As I began choosing these texts, I realized that it would be fun to organize them in a way 

that could depict a summer day: the first poem opens with “Awake! Awake!”  The second talks 

about jumping among lily pads, the third describes spring flowers, and the fourth portrays a 

squirrel and his acorn adventures.  The fifth seems to be about bees or another animal in a sort of 

dream-like story – I picture this as the point at which we dose off to sleep.  The sixth and final poem 

is a lovely lullaby which brings the day to an end.  Musically, I tried to create melodies and textures 

that mirror the fun and wit of the poetry.  There is a variety of music, from very light spring-like 

dancing in the opening song, to the quiet and delicate lullaby at the end. 

-SD 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: If you are planning a performance of this piece, please let me know so that I can post 

information on my website and social media!  You can contact me through my website, 

www.stevedanyew.com or by email at steve@stevedanyew.com.  Thank you! 
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